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GUILTY AS PLANNED 
 
 

• On 11 August 2009, following an 86-day sham trial, 
the military regime sentences Daw Aung San Suu Kyi 
to three years in prison with hard labor for allegedly 
violating the conditions of her house arrest. Shortly 
after the verdict’s announcement, SPDC Chairman Sr 
Gen Than Shwe commutes the sentence to 18 months 
to be served under house arrest. 

• On 2 October, the regime denies Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi’s appeal on her conviction, which effectively bars 
her from participating in the SPDC’s planned 2010 
elections. 

• The sentencing of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is a vicious 
part of the SPDC’s “roadmap” to ensure that the most 
viable pro-democracy candidates will be unable to 
run in the elections. 

• UN Special Rapporteur on human right in Burma 
Tomás Ojea Quintana says that the continuation of 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s house arrest was a “blow” 
to the SPDC’s roadmap. 

• In September, the number of political prisoners 
reaches a record high 2,211. Over the past 12 months, 
Burma’s military regime has sentenced 351 
dissidents to prison terms, including 86 NLD 
members, 50 members of the 88 Generation Students 
group, and 25 Buddhist monks. 

• With a few exceptions, the the international 
community broadly condemns the trial and 
conviction of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. 

 
DAW AUNG SAN SUU KYI CONVICTED 
 
On 11 August 2009, following an 86-day sham trial, the Rangoon Northern District court sentenced 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to three years in prison with hard labor for allegedly violating the conditions of 
her house arrest. Shortly after the court announced the sentence, SPDC Chairman Sr Gen Than Shwe 
commuted the sentence to 18 months to be served under house arrest.1 

                                                 
1
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The court found Daw Aung San Suu Kyi guilty of violating Article 22 of the 1975 State Protection Law 
by allowing 53-year-old American John Yettaw to stay at her lakeside home.2 Yettaw had trespassed 
into Daw Suu’s compound on 3 May and spent two nights at her home before leaving by swimming late 
on 5 May.3 
 
The court also sentenced Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s two housekeepers, Khin Khin Win and Win Ma 
Ma, to three years in prison with hard labor. Than Shwe also commuted the housekeepers’ sentences to 
18 months under house arrest to be served at Daw Suu’s compound.4 
 
As for John Yettaw, the court sentenced him to seven years in prison, four of which with hard labor. 
The court found Yettaw guilty of trespassing, immigration law violations, and swimming in a restricted 
zone.5 However, on 16 August the SPDC released and deported Yettaw following US Senator Jim 
Webb’s visit to Burma on 14-16 August.6 
 
On 3 September, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s lawyers lodged an appeal on her sentence at the Rangoon 
Divisional Court.7 Daw Suu’s legal team also filed an appeal over the conviction of Khin Khin Win and 
Win Ma Ma. 8 On 2 October, the Rangoon Divisional Court rejected the appeals.9 
 
Baseless trial, scripted verdict 
 
On 11 August, four UN Special Rapporteurs, including the Special Rapporteur on human rights in 
Burma Tomás Ojea Quintana, blasted the trial of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi as “baseless,” “unlawful,” 
and not in line with international standards. The four said that the court was not independent, judicial 
guarantees were disregarded, and the charges under the State Protection Law were unsubstantiated. The 
trial was “riddled with irregularities from start to finish” and “should never have occurred in the first 
place,” the UN experts concluded.10 
 
The court held all the hearings inside Insein prison. The SPDC excluded the public and severely 
restricted the ability of the press to attend the hearings and cover the proceedings.11 On a few occasions, 
the regime allowed a limited number of foreign diplomats and Burmese journalists to attend the 
proceedings.12 Foreign reporters were barred from attending the trial.13 
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The regime frustrated Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s lawyers’ ability to properly represent her.14 The court 
failed to provide adequate time for the defense team to prepare its case and consult with Daw Suu.15 
The judges heard the testimony of 14 prosecution witness but allowed only two defense witnesses to 
testify.16 
 
Despite the SPDC’s outrageous claim that Daw Suu’s trial “was strictly related to the rule of law,”17 the 
outcome of the trial showed that the SPDC had absolute control over the court and forced the judges to 
reach a guilty verdict. The extent to which the outcome of the trial was a foregone conclusion is 
manifested by the fact that SPDC Chairman Sr Gen Than Shwe signed the order that commuted Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi’s prison sentences on 10 August - the day before the court delivered the guilty 
verdict.18 
 
SPDC divided and under pressure 
 
The trial of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi exposed the political fractures within the junta as well as its 
vulnerability to intense international pressure. 
 
Taken aback by the massive outpouring of international condemnation over the trial of the pro-
democracy leader, the junta repeatedly delayed court proceedings.19 Trial adjournments were the results 
of disagreements among the SPDC’s top generals over the punishment of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. 
Than Shwe and those loyal to him, including SPDC Secretary-1 Gen Tin Aung Myint Oo and Minister 
of Home Affairs Maj Gen Maung Oo, wanted to see her imprisoned. SPDC third-in-command Gen 
Shwe Mann and Information Minister Brig Gen Kyaw Hsan favored a more lenient sentence.20 
 
By commuting Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s prison sentence, Than Shwe desperately wanted to show the 
international community that he is a compassionate man and respects the daughter of Burma’s 
independence hero General Aung San.21 But in reality, the commutation of Daw Suu’s sentence was a 
card that Than Shwe was forced to play in an attempt to quell international pressure.22 
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Climate of fear 
 
Outside the courtroom, the SPDC was swift to blunt any public outcry over the trial through harassment 
and intimidation. Throughout the trial, the SPDC deployed riot police and army soldiers outside Insein 
prison.23 Plainclothes policemen, USDA members, and Swan Arr Shin thugs - reportedly recruited for 
2,000 kyat (US$2) and a meal per day - regularly photographed and filmed NLD members and Daw 
Suu supporters who gathered outside the prison.24 
 
On 18 May, police arrested an NLD youth member from Rangoon’s Shwepyithar Township who was 
distributing black ribbons near Insein bazaar.25 On 28 May, plainclothes policemen stationed outside 
Insein prison arrested retired Air Force officer Zaw Nyunt, 56, for holding a banner demanding the 
release of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.26 On 31 July, SPDC authorities in Rangoon arrested ten NLD 
members, including elected MP Nyunt Hlaing.27 On 11 August, SPDC security forces, riot police, and 
Swan Swan Arr Shin thugs stationed outside Insein prison briefly detained about 50 Daw Suu 
supporters after the court delivered the verdict.28 Plain clothes policemen arrested and forcibly disrobed 
Buddhist monk U Sanda Dika who had joined Daw Suu’s supporters outside Insein prison.29 On 4 
September, the SPDC sentenced Zaw Nyunt to two years in prison.30 
 
Roadmap to prison 
 
The SPDC brought spurious charges and orchestrated the trial of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to prevent her 
from participating in the planned 2010 elections.31 The SPDC-drafted constitution prohibits individuals 
who are serving prison sentences for any offense from standing for election to Parliament.32 
 
The sentencing of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is a vicious part of the SPDC’s “roadmap” to ensure that the 
most viable pro-democracy candidates will be unable to run in the elections. In his latest report to the 
UN General Assembly, the UN Special Rapporteur on human rights in Burma Tomás Ojea Quintana 
said that the continuation of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s house arrest was a “blow” to the SPDC’s seven-
step roadmap to democracy. Ojea Quintana said that the junta had missed another opportunity to prove 
its commitment to hold inclusive, free, and fair elections.”33 
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In September, the number of political prisoners reached a record high 2,211.34 Over the past 12 months, 
Burma’s military regime has sentenced 351 dissidents to prison terms, including 86 NLD members , 50 
members of the 88 Generation Students group, and 25 Buddhist monks.35 Among those who received 
the harshest prison sentences were: 

 
• All Burma Federation of Students Union’s member Bo Min Yu Ko, sentenced to 104 years in prison 

on 3 January 2009.36 

• Monk leader U Gambira, sentenced to a total of 68 years on 18 and 21 November 2008.37 

• 88 Generations Students leaders Min Ko Naing and Ko Ko Gyi, sentenced to 65 years on 11 
November 2008.38 

• Comedian Zarganar, sentenced to a total of 59 years on 21 and 27 November 2008.39 

• Monk U Kalatha, sentenced to a total of 39 years on 18 November 2008.40 

• Cyclone Nargis relief activist Tin Maung Aye, sentenced to 29 years on 21 November 2008.41 

• NLD youth member Pye Phyo Hlaing, sentenced to 24 years on 11 November 2008.42 

• Blogger and NLD member Nay Phone Latt, sentenced to 20 years and six months on 10 November 
2008.43 

 
In an attempt to deflect international criticism ahead of the opening of the annual session of the UN 
General Assembly,44 on 17 September, the SPDC announced the release of 7,114 prisoners from jails 
across Burma “for their good conduct and discipline.”45 However, most of those released were common 
criminals. The SPDC released only 128 political prisoners.46 Forty-four NLD members, including three 
elected MPs, five members of the 88 Generation Students group, four monks, and one lawyer were 
among those released.47 Three journalists, Ecovision reporter Ein Khine Oo, Weekly Eleven reporter 
Kyaw Kyaw Thant, Myanmar Nation editor Thet Zin, and poet Monywa Aung Shin were also freed.48 
 
INTERNATIONAL REACTIONS 
 
ASEAN: “Disappointed”  
 
ASEAN’s reaction to the arrest of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was strong and united. However, following 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s conviction and sentence a common position was elusive.  
 
On 20 July, the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting issued a Joint Communiqué that encouraged the SPDC to 
immediately release all political prisoners, including Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.49 On 12 August, ASEAN 
expressed its “disappointment” over the SPDC’s ruling on Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. A statement from 
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the Thai Foreign Ministry, representing the ASEAN Chair, reiterated the organization’s calls for the 
immediate release of all political prisoners, including Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.50 
 
On 14 August, Thai FM Kasit Piromya sought a consensus from the other nine ASEAN members to 
urge the SPDC to grant Daw Aung San Suu Kyi a pardon. Singapore, Malaysia, and Indonesia 
supported Thailand’s initiative, while Laos and Vietnam opposed the move.51 On 21 August, senior 
ASEAN officials meeting in Jakarta recommended that their respective Foreign Ministers issue a joint 
appeal to the SPDC for the release of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.52 However, on 27 September, Thai FM 
Kasit Piromya said that ASEAN had scrapped a plan to appeal to the SPDC for the release of Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi.53  
 
Thailand: Engagement: “yes”; sanctions, expulsion: “no” 
 
Thai PM Abhisit Vejjajiva reiterated that Thailand wanted the SPDC to release Daw Aung San Suu Kyi 
and other political prisoners as part of its national reconciliation process.54 However, Abhisit said that 
sanctions will not solve problems in Burma and should not be applied.55 Abhisit also said that ASEAN 
won't consider expelling Burma over the detention of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. “There are not enough 
grounds to do that [expel Burma]. We have already done what we can under the ASEAN mechanism,” 
said Abhisit.56 Abhisit added, “[…] our policy is to continue to engage and engage constructively.”57 
 
Indonesia: Daw Suu must participate in elections 
 
Both Indonesia's President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono and FM Hassan Wirayuda said that the SPDC 
must release Daw Aung San Suu Kyi if its 2010 elections are to be considered democratic, inclusive, 
and credible.58 
 
Malaysia: Bipartisan calls for Burma’s suspension 
 
Malaysia said it was “very concerned” over the trial of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.59 Following the guilty 
verdict, Malaysia's FM Anifah Aman pressed for an “urgent meeting” among his ASEAN 
counterparts.60 
 
Both of Malaysia’s major political parties were united in calling for Burma’s suspension from ASEAN. 
The Democractic Action Party (DAP) called on ASEAN to suspend Burma until all charges and 
sentences against Daw Aung San Suu Kyi were dropped.61 United Malays National Organization 
(UMNO) Youth chief Khairy Jamaluddin wanted ASEAN to immediately suspend Burma’s 
membership. “The verdict is widely viewed as the culmination of a sham trial designed to prevent Suu 
Kyi from participating in planned elections next year,” he said.62 
 
Philippines: Troubled and outraged 
 
The Philippines strongly condemned the SPDC’s trial of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and repeatedly called 
for her immediate and unconditional release.63 Following Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s arrest, Foreign 
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Affairs Secretary Alberto Romulo said “The Philippine government is deeply troubled and outraged 
over the filing of trumped-up charges against Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. We urge the government of 
Myanmar […] to release Aung San Suu Kyi immediately and unconditionally.”64 After the sentence, 
Philippines President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo urged the SPDC to reconsider the verdict.65  
 
Singapore: Dismayed, disappointed 
 
Singapore Foreign Ministry said it was “dismayed” after the SPDC lodged new charges against Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi and called for her release.66 A Singapore Foreign Ministry spokesman said, “We are 
disappointed to learn that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was found guilty.”67 Following the guilty verdict on 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, Singapore's Foreign Ministry said it was “disappointed.”68 Singapore FM 
George Yeo said, “This [the detention of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi] is not only unfair - we felt that it 
would go against the spirit of free and fair elections and national reconciliation.'”69 
 
Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam: Leave the SPDC alone 
 
Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam, either defended or would not criticize the SPDC’s treatment of Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi. 
 
Vietnam called Daw Aung San Suu Kyi's conviction an “internal affair” of Burma, while backing 
regional calls for national reconciliation.70 
 
Cambodia's Ministry of Foreign Affairs described the reduction of the sentence handed down to Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi as “a good signal” and said Burma was moving towards democracy.71 
 
Laos said it was opposed to interfering in Burma's internal affairs. “We believe the recent trial of Aung 
San Suu Kyi was conducted in accordance with the judicial process of Burma,” Lao Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Khenthong Nuanthasing said.72 
 
China: What happens in Burma stays in Burma 
 
China did not stray from its policy of non-interference in Burma’s internal affairs. On 19 May, after 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s arrest, China’s Foreign Ministry said, “Myanmar’s issue should be decided 
by the people of Myanmar. As a neighbor of Myanmar, we hope that relevant parties in Myanmar can 
realize reconciliation, stability and development through dialogue.”73 After Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was 
convicted and sentenced, on 12 August China Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Jiang Yu said that the 
international community should fully respect Burma's judicial sovereignty.74 
 
India: Economic interests mute response 
 
India’s economic and security interests in Burma served to mute its reaction to the recent plight of Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi. On 11 August, the Indian Foreign Ministry said: that India had emphasized to the 
SPDC the need to expedite their political reform and national reconciliation process. “[…] this process 
should be broad based, including the various ethnic groups. In this context, the issue of release of 
political prisoners will no doubt receive due attention."75 
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UN: Lots of words, no action 
 
The UN Security Council, the UN Sec-Gen Ban Ki-moon, the UN Human Rights Council, the UN 
Special Rapporteur of human rights in Burma Tomás Ojea Quintana, the UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights Navi Pillay, the UN Special Advisor on Burma Ibrahim Gambari, and the ILO, all called 
for Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s immediate and unconditional release. 76 
 
On 22 May, the UN Security Council expressed concern over the political impact over the charges and 
trial against Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. In a press statement, the UNSC reiterated its call for the release of 
all political prisoners including Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and urged the SPDC junta to engage in a 
political dialogue.77 
 
On 11 August, France called for the UN Security Council to meet to discuss the verdict. The meeting 
ended without result and was adjourned until 12 August. The US, UK, and France faced the reluctance 
of China, Vietnam, Russia, and Libya to condemn the sentencing of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and to 
urge her release.78 On 13 August, the UN Security Council finally issued a timid press statement that 
expressed “serious concern” at the conviction and sentencing of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. The Council 
also reiterated the importance of the release of all political prisoners and urged the SPDC “to create the 
necessary conditions for a genuine dialogue with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and all concerned parties.”79 
 
On 28 September, the UN Human Rights Council expressed “grave concern” over the conviction and 
sentencing of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. The Council called for the immediate and unconditional release 
of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and all other political prisoners.80 
 
US: New Burma policy calls for engagement and sanctions 
 
The US was firm in its stance that the SPDC should immediately and unconditionally release Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi.81 But in a rare departure from its policy on continued sanctions on the junta, on 22 
July US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said that the US would offer investment opportunities if the 
SPDC released her.82 
 
A possible change in US policy towards the junta became apparent as a result of the 14-16 August visit 
to Burma by US Senator Jim Webb. Because of his pro-engagement and anti-sanction stance towards 
the junta, the regime allowed Webb, to meet with SPDC Sr Gen Than Shwe in Naypyidaw and Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi in Rangoon83 SPDC-run media used his visit as a major public relations coup. The 
state-run newspaper New Light of Myanmar called Webb’s visit a “success.”84 
 
On 17 August, Webb stated that it was his “clear impression” that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was not 
opposed to lifting “some sanctions.”85 Webb’s comments, which ignored the regime’s escalation of 
atrocities in Eastern Burma and were seen as more anti-sanctions than pro-engagement, attracted 
widespread criticism from activists.86 On 17 August, US State Department spokesman P.J. Crowley 
played down the significance of Webb’s visit to Burma. Crowley said, “We remain very concerned 
about the continued detainment of Aung San Suu Kyi and more than 2,100 prisoners that are in 
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detention. We'll be looking for signs that Burma's fundamentally changing its approach and its 
policies.”87  

 
On 23 September, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said that the US planned to change its approach to 
Burma by enlisting a combination of sanctions and direct high-level engagement. Clinton said, 
“Engagement versus sanctions is a false choice in our opinion, going forward we will be employing 
both of those tools.” Clinton indicated that there would be no softening of US demands toward the 
SPDC and the calls for the junta to release Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. Clinton also called on the SPDC to 
begin talks with the NLD and ethnic nationalities about democratic change in the country.88 

 
EU: More targeted sanctions 
 
The EU continued to call for Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s immediate and unconditional release.89 After 
the SPDC announced Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s sentence, the EU imposed new targeted financial 
sanctions on the four judges who presided at Daw Suu’s trial.90 New sanctions subjected state-owned 
media associated with the junta to an asset freeze along with 58 other enterprises, 48 of which were 
already affected by an investment ban.91 In addition, UK PM Gordon Brown called for the UN Security 
Council to act and impose in international arms embargo on the junta.92 
 
Australia: Supporting sanctions and arms embargo 
 
Australia called for Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s immediate and unconditional release.93 After Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi’s conviction, FM Stephen Smith said that Australia would review existing financial 
sanctions which target senior members of the regime, their associates and family members, and 
consider including senior members of the judiciary. Smith also said that Australia would support any 
action before the Security Council to place a global arms embargo on Burma.94 Australian PM Kevin 
Rudd announced that the Australian government would resume broadcasting Radio Australia into 
Burma.95  
 
THE LADY SPEAKS 
 

Daw Aung Suu Kyi has been the main symbol of the struggle for democracy in Burma for over two 
decades. Despite spending the majority of this time in detention, she has articulated a clear set of 
policies regarding Burma’s democratic future. Daw Aung Suu Kyi’s voice is as important today as it 
was when she was first chosen to lead the Burmese people toward democracy. 
 
Dialogue 
 
Despite repeated attempts by the SPDC to marginalize and discredit her, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has 
been a consistent proponent of dialogue and compromise with the SPDC regarding national 
reconciliation. “We’ve always said that we are ready to cooperate with the SPDC and to talk to them on 
matters that will benefit the people and that will help the process of democratization.”96 
 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has expressed frustration that for all the willingness to compromise that she 
and NLD have shown, the SPDC has thus far refused to reciprocate. “We are prepared to discuss 
anything on the negotiation table. […] We have compromised a great deal."97 “[…] We have always 
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believed in flexibility and compromise. Compromise on issues that would affect the whole nation, not 
compromise on principles.”98   
 
Regarding working with the SPDC, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi said, “[…] there's no reason why we 
should not be able to get work done if there is work to be done together.”99 “What we want to do is to 
bring about national reconciliation, so that as few people as possible will lose out from the process.” 100 
 
“We don't seek confrontation,” she said.101 “We are seeking a political revolution simply through 
political means. […] So if a revolution breaks out, it will not be of our doing. It will be because the 
government has more or less blocked all other paths to political change.”102  
 
Further, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi remains skeptical about the efficacy of the ceasefire agreements 
between the SPDC and various ethnic nationality groups. “These groups have continued to hold onto 
their arms. So it’s quite clear that these ceasefires are not permanent peace settlements.”103 “[…] people 
were not allowed to express their dissatisfaction through acceptable political channels. The only way 
they could express their dissatisfaction was by taking up arms."104 
 
In her November 2007 statement that she passed on to UN Special Advisor on Burma Ibrahim Gambari, 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi said that she was willing to negotiate with the SPDC, but emphasized that 
these negotiations should also include the various ethnic nationality groups.105 
 
Even facing trial on trumped up charges, she remained optimistic, telling the Singaporean Ambassador 
to Burma that there could be many opportunities for national reconciliation in Burma “if all parties so 
wished.”106 
 
Constructive engagement and non-interference 
 

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has been a consistent critic of the “constructive engagement” policies pursued 
ASEAN members. “It hasn't succeeded. What has it done? When ASEAN was considering Burma as a 
permanent member […] we made two points. One was that admitting Burma as a member would make 
the regime more repressive, because they would think that their policies have been endorsed. […] And 
the second thing we said was that Burma under this military regime was not going to be an asset to 
[ASEAN]. And I think we can claim that both these views have been vindicated."107 
 
Furthermore, despite its ASEAN membership, Burma has remained a threat to regional security. “The 
troubles of Burma have spilled over our borders. […] So the days have passed when we can say that the 
troubles of one country can be isolated and that the internal affairs of one country are no concern of its 
neighbors.”108 
 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi continued to show her flexibility and determination in dealing with the SPDC 
in an effort to find a solution to Burma’s political crisis. On 24 September 2009, Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi told her lawyer Nyan Win that she accepted the new US engagement policy towards the SPDC 
outlined by Washington, “It's a good thing, I accept that, but it must be the right engagement on both 
sides of the junta and the opposition,” Daw Suu said.109 
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Sanctions, investment, and tourism 
 

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has disputed the claim that economic sanctions harm ordinary Burmese “I do 
not think we have found evidence that the sanctions have hurt the Burmese people.”110 Sanctions are 
crucial in convincing the regime that they cannot avoid political considerations while they pursue 
economic development; comprehensive sanctions “will make it quite clear that economic change in 
Burma is not possible without political change.”111 Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is adamant that the ball is in 
the SPDC’s court.  “Dialogue first, before we stop our call for sanctions.”112 
 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has never been against investment and business outright, but she is against 
investment that benefits only the military elite. “I certainly do not want Burma sealed off from world. I 
want Burma to be an open country - open to different experiences, open to different people.”113 “We are 
not anti-business, we are not anti-investment but we are very anxious that business and investment 
should be conducted in such a way as to be beneficial to our people as well as to investors.”114  
 
With regards to tourism, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi thinks that “visiting now is tantamount to condoning 
the regime”.115 Support for tourism is “conditional on genuine progress towards democratization,” she 
said.116   
 
Humanitarian aid 
 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi supports humanitarian aid in Burma as long as there is oversight. “Well we 
have never said no to humanitarian aid as such,” she said.117 "But we want it properly monitored so that 
it is given equally to everybody and not just to those who are favored by the authorities. And that the 
aid should not be used by the authorities as part of the propaganda machine. […] we've never said that 
all NGOs should leave Burma or not come in."118 
 
“We want to look into some of the humanitarian aid projects which are going on in Burma, and we 
would like to see how effective they are and whether they are getting aid to the right people in the right 
way. […] which is to say it has be given to the those who really need it, in a way that will strengthen 
civil society, not in a way which will entrench […] totalitarian rule.”119 
 
The role of the military 
 

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has been a persistent critic of the military. “The military authorities are like an 
army of occupation in their own country,” she said.120 “The military regime declares that it, also, is 
working for democracy, that it also wants democracy for Burma. […] By arresting our people, by 
preventing our party from operating freely as a legal political organization, they are only proving to the 
world that their words and their deeds are on different tracks altogether.”121 
 
However, Daw Aung Suu Kyi has said that she holds no personal animosity or hatred toward the junta. 
She is not seeking retribution. “I don’t think we should get involved with retribution and vengeance. I 
don’t think it will do our country any good, because what we need is reconciliation and progress 
towards a situation in which we can all participate together for the good of the future.”122 “I think the 
generals are human beings like all of us. They are Burmese and I hope because they are Burmese, they 
will eventually do whatever is best for Burma.”123  
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Daw Aung San Suu Kyi acknowledges that the military should play a role in Burmese society, just not 
the role of the government. “I never said that we do not need an army In Burma. I do accept that the 
situation of the world is such that there is still a need for military forces. But in their own place.”124 “I 
would like to think of the army as a force protection rather than a force of destruction,” she said.125 
“The kind of army we want is an army in which the soldiers themselves will be much happier.126 
 

However, she argues that time is running out for the SPDC. “In reality, the gulf is widening between the 
Army and the population; it is a sign there is no hope for this regime.”127 
 
TRIAL TIMELINE 
 
6 May SPDC arrested John William Yettaw, a 53-year-old American man, while he was swimming in 

Rangoon’s Inya Lake. The SPDC alleged that the man was returning from a visit to Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi’s lakeside residence. The junta also said that the man had spent two nights at Daw Suu’s home 
before leaving late on 5 May.128 

7 May Twenty police officers entered Daw Aung San Suu Kyi's residence.129 SPDC authorities detained Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi’s doctor Tin Myo Win after they had denied him access to her as part of the routine 
monthly check-up.130 

8 May SPDC authorities replaced existing security guard personnel at Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s compound.131 
SPDC allowed Dr Tin Myo Win’s assistant Pyone Moe Ei to visit Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. Pyone Moe 
Ei gave her an intravenous drip.132 

9 May NLD spokesman Nyan Win said that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was “not in good health” as she was 
suffering from low blood pressure, dehydration, and had not eaten for several days.133 SPDC denied 
permission to Pyone Moe Ei to visit Daw Suu again.134 

10 May NLD urged the SPDC to allow Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to receive medical attention, saying it was 
concerned about her health.135  

11 May SPDC allowed Pyone Moe Ei to make a follow-up visit to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.136 

12 May NLD spokesman Nyan Win said that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s health had improved.137 SPDC 
authorities tightened security in the back of Daw Aung Suu Kyi’s home. Workers rolled barbed wire and 
erected a tall wooden fence.138 

14 May SPDC authorities took Daw Aung San Suu Kyi from her residence and detained her in Insein prison in 
connection with Yettaw’s intrusion into her house compound. SPDC authorities also detained Daw Suu’s 
maids Khin Khin Win and Win Ma Ma.139

 

15 May The SPDC barred lawyer Aung Thein, 62, from defending Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.140 
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16 May The SPDC released Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s doctor, Tin Myo Win.141 

18 May The closed-door trial of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s began inside Insein prison.142 The regime charged 
Daw Suu with violating Article 22 of the 1975 State Protection Law. The regime argued that Daw Suu 
violated the conditions of her house arrest by allowing Yettaw to stay at her compound.143

 Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi initially refused to enter the court room or to acknowledge her case when the court 
abbreviated her name to “Suu Kyi,” leaving out “Aung San.” “If you cannot call me by my right name, I 
will not move,” she told the court. When court officials relented and used her full name, she entered the 
court room.144

 

19 May Daw Aung San Suu Kyi told her lawyers that she was “ready to face anything.”145
 

20 May SPDC allowed 29 diplomats and 10 Burmese journalists to attend the 45-minute hearing.146 When the 
hearing ended, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi turned to the diplomats and journalists seated behind her and 
said, “Thank you for coming and for your support. I’m sorry I can’t meet you one by one. I hope to meet 
you in better days.”147 After the hearing, the SPDC allowed the Ambassador of Singapore, and senior 
Russian and Thai diplomats to meet with Daw Suu inside the prison compound.148 Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi told the three diplomats that she “did not wish to use the intrusion into her home as a way to get at 
the Myanmar authorities” and expressed hope for “national reconciliation if all parties so wished.”149 She 
also said that “it was not too late for something good to come out of this unfortunate incident.”150

 

22 May The court formally indicted Daw Aung San Suu Kyi on charges of violating the conditions of her house 
arrest.151 Daw Aung San Suu Kyi pleaded not guilty to those charges.152 “I am not guilty. I said I am not 
guilty because I have not broken any law," she told the court.153 Daw Aung San Suu Kyi told her lawyers 
she was responsible for allowing Yettaw to stay at her home on humanitarian grounds. She had asked 
him to leave, but Yettaw said he was too exhausted.154

 Daw Aung San Suu Kyi also told her lawyers that 
she did not want him or the security personnel in charge of her house to get into trouble because of her.155 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi said the incident occurred because of lax security at her house compound.156

 

SPDC consul general in Hong Kong Ye Myint Aung posted a denigrating message on the consulate’s 
website suggesting that John Yettaw might have been Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s “boyfriend.”157 

25 May The prosecution dropped its nine remaining witnesses from the original list of 23.158
 

26 May Daw Aung San Suu Kyi took the witness stand. In her testimony, she denied any wrongdoing in giving 
temporary shelter to Yettaw.159 The SPDC allowed about 40 diplomats and 35 Burmese in the 
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courtroom.160 After the hearing, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi greeted a few foreign diplomats and said, 
“Thank you for your concern and support. It is always good to see people from the outside world.”161 The 
SPDC formally ended Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s six-year house arrest – but she remained in Insein 
prison to face charges of violating the terms of her house arrest.162 Police Brig Gen Myint Thein told 
diplomats and reporters that SPDC authorities had considered releasing Daw Aung San Suu Kyi on 
“humanitarian grounds and because she is the daughter of the country's founder Aung San,” but that the 
situation had “regretfully” changed following the incident involving Yettaw.163 

27 May The court rejected three of four defense witnesses for Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.164 The court called their 
testimony an attempt at “vexation or delay or for defeating the ends of justice.”165 The court heard the 
testimony of Yettaw and Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s maids Khin Khin Win and Win Ma Ma.166 Yettaw 
testified that God had sent him to Burma to protect Daw Aung San Suu Kyi because he had a dream that 
a terrorist group would assassinate her.167 Yettaw also said that during his 3 May visit to Daw Aung San 
Suu Kyi’s house he met five armed security personnel but they only threw stones at him and did nothing 
to prevent him from entering Daw Suu’s compound.168 

28 May The court heard the testimony of one of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s lawyer Kyi Win.169 Kyi Win was the 
only defense witness that the court allowed to take the stand.170 Kyi Win argued there was no legal basis 
to charge Daw Aung San Suu Kyi with violating the terms of her house arrest.171 

29 May The court extended the date for lawyers to make closing arguments to 5 June.172 The NLD expressed 
“grave concern” over the health of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. The party said that Daw Suu could not sleep 
well because she suffered from leg cramps.173 

30 May Daw Aung San Suu Kyi met with her lawyers to prepare closing arguments.174 One of Daw Aung San 
Suu Kyi’s lawyers, Nyan Win, said that her health was improving.175 

1 Jun Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s lawyers began the preparation of closing arguments for her trial.176
 

2 Jun Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s lawyers lodged an appeal to overturn the court’s decision to bar defense 
witnesses Win Tin, Tin Oo, and Khin Moe Moe from testifying.177

 

5 Jun The Rangoon Divisional Court heard arguments on the appeal to reinstate defense witnesses Win Tin, 
Tin Oo, and Khin Moe Moe, and fixed a date of 9 June for their decision on the matter.178 The court in 
Insein prison adjourned Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s trial to 12 June.179

 

9 Jun The Rangoon Divisional Court decided to allow Khin Moe Moe to testify but upheld the ban on 
witnesses Tin Oo and Win Tin.180

 In an attempt to pressure Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s defense team, the 
SPDC suddenly sacked Khin Khin Aye, the wife of one of Daw Suu’s lawyers, Hla Myo Myint. Khin 
Khin Aye worked as a senior manger of the Central Cooperative Society under the SPDC Ministry of 
Cooperatives.181
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10 Jun Daw Aung San Suu Kyi met with her defense lawyer Nyan Win in Insein prison.182 Nyan Win said that 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was in “good health.” Daw Aung San Suu Kyi instructed her legal team to push 
ahead with an appeal to the Supreme Court to allow Tin Oo and Win Tin to testify at her trial.183

 

11 Jun Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s lawyers filed an appeal to the Supreme Court to reinstate defense witnesses 
Tin Oo and Win Tin.184

 

12 Jun Daw Aung San Suu Kyi appeared in court for a 20-minute hearing.185 The court adjourned her trial to 26 
June in order to hear the testimony of defense witness Khin Moe Moe.186

 The Supreme Court said it 
would convene on 17 June to decide whether it will agree to accept the appeal to reinstate defense 
witnesses Tin Oo and Win Tin.187

 

17 Jun The Supreme Court agreed to accept the appeal to reinstate defense witnesses Tin Oo and Win Tin.188
 

22 Jun Daw Aung San Suu Kyi met with her legal team for two hours in Insein prison to prepare closing 
arguments for her trial.189

 

24 Jun The Supreme Court held a hearing on the appeal to reinstate defense witnesses Tin Oo and Win Tin.190
 

26 Jun The court adjourned the trial to 3 July for the testimony of defense witness Khin Moe Moe.191
 

29 Jun The Supreme Court rejected the appeal to reinstate defense witnesses Tin Oo and Win Tin. Supreme 
Court judge Tin Aung Aye said the appeal was rejected because the witnesses’ testimony was “intended 
to disturb and delay the trial.”192 

3 Jul The court adjourned the trial to 10 July for the testimony of defense witness Khin Moe Moe.193
 

8 Jul Daw Aung San Suu Kyi met with her defense team in Insein prison to discuss closing arguments.194
 

10 Jul The court heard the testimony of defense witness Khin Moe Moe. During three and a half hours of cross-
examination, Khin Moe Moe argued that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was innocent because the SPDC 
charged her under the 1974 constitution, which the military regime had abolished in 1988. At the end of 
the hearing, Khin Moe Moe told reporters that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi looked “healthy and alert.” The 
court adjourned the trial to 24 July to hear closing arguments.195

 

17 Jul Daw Aung San Suu Kyi met her lawyers in Insein prison to discuss closing arguments.196
 

22 Jul SPDC authorities prevented Daw Aung San Suu Kyi from meeting her legal team.197
 

23 Jul Daw Aung San Suu Kyi met her lawyers in Insein prison to finalize closing arguments.198
 

24 Jul Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s lawyer Kyi Win presented closing arguments.199 Kyi Win argued that she was 
innocent because the SPDC charged her under the 1974 constitution which the military regime had 
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abolished in 1988.200 The SPDC allowed diplomats from the embassies of US, UK, France, Germany, 
Italy, and Norway to attend the hearing.201 “She [Daw Aung San Suu Kyi] was well and in good spirits,” 
said a diplomat.202 

27 Jul Lawyers for Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s two female aides and John Yettaw presented their closing 
arguments.203 The prosecution also gave its closing arguments.204 The prosecution lawyer said Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi violated her detention law under the 1974 constitution by allowing John Yettaw into her 
house.205 Daw Aung San Suu Kyi's legal team petitioned the court to allow the testimony of a third 
defense witness, the SPDC’s former Ambassador to the UN Nyunt Maung Shein. The defense argued 
that the SPDC could not try Daw Aung San Suu Kyi for allegedly breaking her detention order because 
she was never officially under detention. Indeed, Nyunt Maung Shein had stated on various occasion at 
the UN that the SPDC had kept Daw Aung San Suu Kyi at her Rangoon home “for her own safety.”206 
The SPDC allowed diplomats from the embassies of US, Japan, Singapore, Australia, Malaysia, and the 
Philippines to attend the morning hearing.207

 

28 Jul The court rejected the petition of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s defense team to hear the testimony of the 
SPDC’s former Ambassador to the UN Nyunt Maung Shein.208 Lawyers for Daw Aung Suu Kyi and her 
three co-defendants replied to closing arguments presented by prosecutor Myint Kyaing the previous day. 
The court announced it would deliver the verdict on 31 July.209 The SPDC allowed diplomats from 
Japan, Singapore, Thailand, and the US to attend the hearing.210 After the hearing, Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi thanked the diplomats “for trying to promote a just outcome.”211 Daw Aung San Suu Kyi told her 
lawyer Nyan Win that she was “prepared for the worst.”212

 “I'm afraid the verdict will be painfully 
obvious,” she added.213 

31 July The court postponed the verdict to 11 August. “The judge said he was adjourning the trial because of the 
need to interpret legal terms relating to the 1974 constitution,” said a diplomat who had attended the 
proceedings.214 

11 Aug The court sentenced Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to three years in prison and hard labor for allegedly 
violating the conditions of her house arrest. SPDC Sr Gen Than Shwe commuted the sentence to 18 
months under house arrest.215 The court sentenced John Yettaw to seven years in prison, including four 
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years of hard labor, on charges of trespassing, immigration violation, and swimming in a restricted 
zone.216

 The court also sentenced Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s two maids, Khin Khin Win and Win Ma Ma, 
to three years in prison and hard labor, commuted to 18 months under house arrest within Daw Suu’s 
compound.217 The SPDC allowed about 50 diplomats and 25 Burmese journalists to attend the hearing.218 
After the verdict’s announcement, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi thanked foreign diplomats and said, “I hope 
we can all work for peace and prosperity of the country.”219 

3 Sep Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s lawyers lodged an appeal on her 11 August conviction that extended her house 
arrest by 18 months at the Rangoon Divisional Court.220 

4 Sep The Rangoon Divisional Court accepted the appeal against the conviction of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and 
set the hearing date for 18 September.221 

10 Sep Daw Aung San Suu Kyi met her legal team to discuss the appeal against her conviction.222 
16 Sep Rangoon Divisional Court decided to bar Daw Aung San Suu Kyi from attending her 18 September 

appeal hearing.223 
18 Sep Rangoon Divisional Court heard arguments on Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s appeal and scheduled its 

decision for 2 October.224 
2 Oct Rangoon Divisional Court rejected Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s appeal. The court said the provisions of the 

1975 State Protection Law under which Daw Suu has been kept under house arrest remained in force.225 

 
INTERNATIONAL REACTIONS 

 
ASEAN “Thailand, as the ASEAN Chair, expresses grave concern about recent developments relating to 

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi […] the honour and the credibility of the Government of the Union of 
Myanmar are at stake.”226 - Thai Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 19 May 

“[As long as Burma’s problems persist] Asean will continue to have a burden […] to explain to 
the rest of the world.”227 - Sec-Gen Surin Pitsuwan   20 Jul 

“We encouraged the Myanmar Government to hold free, fair and inclusive elections in 2010. […] 
we reiterated our calls on the Government of Myanmar to immediately release all those under 
detention, including Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, thereby paving way for genuine reconciliation and 
meaningful dialogue involving all parties concerned and with a view to enabling them to 
participate in the 2010 General Elections.” - ASEAN Ministerial Meeting Joint Communiqué, 20 
Jul228  
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“Thailand, as the ASEAN Chair, has learned with deep disappointment that Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi was sentenced to serve eighteen months of house confinement with limited freedom. […] 
Only free, fair and inclusive general elections will then pave the way for Myanmar's full 
integration into the international community.”229 ASEAN Statement from Thailand, 11 Aug 

Australia “We hope that these spurious charges are not taken any further, but our very grave concern is that 
this will be used as a device for her further imprisonment or detention.”230 - FM Stephen Smith, 27 
May  

“I am deeply dismayed by the verdict delivered today on the trial of Aung San Suu Kyi. […] She 
is the symbol of liberty in Burma, and her continued detention represents a new low for the 
Burmese regime. The Australian government is convinced that Aung San Suu Kyi was tried on 
spurious charges and not granted a fair hearing. […] The Australian government is deeply 
concerned by the Burmese regime's disregard for the democratic aspirations of its people and its 
disrespect for their human rights.” 231 - PM Kevin Rudd, 11 Aug 

“Australia would support any action before the Security Council to place a global arms embargo 
on Burma.”232 - FM Stephen Smith, 12 Aug 

Austria “The trial, which was intended to deprive Aung Sang Suu Kyi of the opportunity to become 
politically active prior to the 2010 elections, did not meet rule-of-law standards and is an example 
of continued political repression in Burma. […] This decision has to be seen as a further sign that 
those responsible in Burma are not prepared to strike a compromise or take steps towards real 
democracy. Free and fair elections will not be possible in 2010 without the participation of the 
opposition, in particular Aung San Suu Kyi.”233 - FM Michael Spindelegger, 12 Aug 

Brazil “The Brazilian government regrets the decision that condemned Aung San Suu Kyi to 18 months 
of house arrest. The Brazilian government joins the call for Aung San Suu Kyi be released 
immediately so that the elections in Burma can take place in a climate of credibility.”234 - Foreign 
Ministry statement, 12 Aug 

Cambodia  “It is a good signal for the situation that Aung San Suu Kyi only got a sentence of 18 months' 
house arrest.  Myanmar has gone through many steps [and] is on the way to democratization.”'235 -  
Foreign Affairs spokesman Koy Kuong, 11 Aug 

Canada “Our government is alarmed by the charges laid against Aung San Suu Kyi.”236 - Minister of State 
for Foreign Affairs Peter Kent, 14 May 

 “Canada strongly condemns the Burmese regime's decision to sentence Aung San Suu Kyi to a 
further 18 months house arrest. […] This decision is clearly not in accordance with the rule of law: 
the charges laid against her were baseless and her trial did not come close to meeting international 
standards of due process. Her continued detention is unwarranted, unjustified, and vindictive. 
Canada calls for the regime to unconditionally free all political prisoners and allow all citizens, 
including opposition groups, to freely participate in the electoral process”237 - PM Stephen Harper, 
11 Aug 

China “As a neighbor of Myanmar, we hope that relevant parties in Myanmar can realize reconciliation, 
stability and development through dialogue.”238 - Foreign Ministry spokesman Ma Zhaoxu, 19 
May 

 “We believe that the events happened inside Myanmar are the internal affairs of Myanmar itself, 
which should be handled by its own government and people in consultation.” 239 - Deputy 
Ambassador to the UN Liu Zhenmin, 19 Jul 

 “The international community should fully respect Myanmar's judicial sovereignty.” 240 - FM 
spokeswoman Jiang Yu, 12 Aug 
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 “As a neighbor of Myanmar's, China hopes all sides in Myanmar can push ethnic reconciliation 
through talks, and gradually realize stability, democracy and development.  This not only accords 
with Myanmar's interests, it is also beneficial to regional stability.”241 - FM spokeswoman Jiang 
Yu, 12 Aug 

Czech Rep. “I consider it unacceptable that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has been sentenced to 18 months of house 
arrest. I again urge immediate and unconditional release of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and all other 
political prisoners, abolition of all restrictions imposed on political parties and initiation of an all-
round dialogue between the government and the democratic forces, including ethnic groups.”242 - 
FM Jan Kohout, 12 Aug 

EU “I deeply regret that Mrs Aung San Suu Kyi has been arrested by the authorities of Myanmar.”243 - 
European Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso, 15 May 

“The European Parliament reaffirms its complete solidarity with Aung San Suu Kyi and calls on 
the Burmese authorities to release her immediately and unconditionally.” 244 - President of the 
European Parliament Hans-Gert Pöttering, 17 Jun 

“The European Union condemns the verdict against Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, […] and the 
unjustified trial against her. […]The EU will respond with additional targeted measures against 
those responsible for the verdict.”245 - EU Presidency, 12 Aug 

France “France utterly condemns the arrest of Aung San Suu Kyi and her transfer to Insein prison.”246 - 
FM Bernard Kouchner and Minister of State for Foreign Affairs and Human Rights Rama Yade, 
14 May 

“This political trial is solely aimed at preventing Daw Aung San Suu Kyi from waging her 
struggle for a democratic and free Burma. The Burmese authorities confirm by this iniquitous 
decision that they have chosen to ignore the urgent messages from the international 
community.”247 - President Nicolas Sarkozy, 11 Aug 

Germany “Today’s judgment is another setback for human rights in Myanmar. It comes at the end of a court 
case which was more of a farce than a trial and which shows how little basic human rights mean in 
this country. I urge the regime to give Aung San Suu Kyi her complete freedom forthwith and to 
also release all other political prisoners.”248 - FM Frank-Walter Steinmeier, 11 Aug 

G8 “We call on the Government of Myanmar to release all political prisoners, including Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi whose continued detention would undermine the credibility of the elections planned 
for 2010.”249 - G8 FMs, 26 Jun 

India “India has emphasized to the Government of Myanmar the need to expedite their political reform 
and national reconciliation process, and have noted the various steps taken so far. […] We have 
maintained that this process should be broad based, including the various ethnic groups. In this 
context, the issue of release of political prisoners will no doubt receive due attention.”250 - Foreign 
Ministry, 11 Aug 

Indonesia “The charges against her are not appropriate.”251 - Foreign Ministry’s spokesman Teuku 
Faizasyah, 15 May 

“We have been saying to them [Burma] directly that the process must be inclusive for all groups in 
society [...] including Aung San Suu Kyi. […] We should see whether from now until 2010 they 
develop a credible process leading to truly democratic elections acceptable to the international 
community.”252 - FM Hassan Wirayuda. 21 Jul 

 “As part of Myanmar’s promise of road to democracy, I say Aung San Suu Kyi and her NLD 
should be part of an election process. […]We ask Myanmar, along with other ASEAN members, 
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to respect the ASEAN charter, which profoundly focuses on values of democracy,"253 - President 
Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, 12 Aug 

Ireland “I utterly deplore the arrest of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.” - FM Micheál Martin, 14 May 

 ”I deplore the trial over the last few months, and conviction today. […] The conviction of Aung 
San Suu Kyi serves only one purpose and that is to exclude her from participating in the elections 
scheduled for next year in Burma. It lays bare the emptiness of the regime's rhetoric that the 
elections will be free and fair.”254 - FM Micheál Martin. 11 Aug 

Israel “Israel is deeply concerned about the new charges raised against Aung San Suu Kyi.”255 - Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, 20 May 

Italy “It would be a serious violation of the principles of democracy if Mrs. Suu Kyi, because of this 
new sentence against her, were not allowed to take part in the election process.”256 FM Franco 
Frattini, 11 Aug 

Japan ”Japan deeply regrets the current situation of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.”257 - FM Hirofumi 
Nakasone 11 Aug 

 “[Japan] strongly expects the swift release of Aung San Suu Kyi [...] and that she will be able to 
participate in [Burma’s] democratic process.”258 FM Hirofumi Nakasone, 25 Aug 

Malaysia “Malaysia is of the view that the detention of Aung San Suu Kyi will undermine the process of 
national reconciliation and the Road map to Democracy.”259 - Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 18 May 

 “ […] With this sentence there is no possibility for Aung San Suu Kyi to participate in the general 
election next year which should be free, fair and inclusive.”260 - FM Anifah Aman, 11 Aug 

Malta “Her [Daw Aung San Suu Kyi] sentencing is a political act of intolerance intended to prevent her 
from her legitimate political activities in view of the regime’s elections planned for next year.”261 - 
FM Tonio Borg, 12 Aug 

New Zealand “This is totally unacceptable.”262 - FM Murray McCully, 15 May 

Norway “The imprisonment of Aung San Suu Kyi is a step in the wrong direction.”263 - FM Jonas Gahr 
Store, 14 May 

Pakistan “Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi has described the trial of Ms. Aung San 
Suu Kyi as an unfortunate development.”264 - Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 19 May 

Philippines “The Philippine government is deeply troubled and outraged over the filing of trumped-up charges 
against Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.”265 - FM Alberto Romulo, 17 May 

 “[The verdict if Daw Aung San Suu Kyi] places doubt on the commitment of the government of 
Myanmar to hold free, fair, participatory, transparent and credible elections in 2010. The 
Philippine government finds the decision incomprehensible and deplorable.”266 - FM Alberto 
Romulo, 11 Aug 

Russia “[Russia hopes that the trial of ] Myanmar opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi will be unbiased, 
strictly comply with national laws and humanitarian standards, and take into account the 
international opinion,”267 - Foreign Ministry, 21 Jun 

Singapore “Singapore is dismayed by this latest development. This is a setback for the national reconciliation 
process.”268 - Foreign Ministry, 15 May 
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 “Singapore is dismayed by the arrest [of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi]” and was “concerned as to what 
the verdict will be like and what the sentence will be like.”269 - Senior Minister Goh Chok Tong, 9 
Jun 

South Africa “The South African Government joins the international community in expressing grave concern 
about the arrest of the Leader of the National League for Democracy, Nobel Peace Laureate Aung 
San Suu Kyi.”270 - Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 22 May 

 “The South African government believes an opportunity for movement towards democratization, 
nation building and reconciliation has been lost. […]The South African government […] joined 
the international community in unequivocally condemning the decision by the authorities in 
Myanmar to convict opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi on charges of subversion.”271 - Deputy 
International Relations and Co-operation Minister Ebrahim Ebrahim, 11 Aug 

Spain “The Spanish Government wishes to express its solidarity with the Burmese leader and Nobel 
Peace Prize winner Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.”272 - Foreign Ministry, 14 May 

Thailand “The trial to extend her detention would not be a good thing for the region.”273 - FM Kasit 
Piromya, 26 May 

 “Without changes in Myanmar [Burma], ASEAN cannot move forward.”274 - FM Kasit Piromya, 
20 Jul 

UK “I am deeply disturbed that Aung San Suu Kyi may be charged with breaching the terms of her 
detention.”275 - PM Gordon Brown, 14 May 

 “This charade must be brought to an end.”276 - Foreign Secretary David Miliband, 21 May 

 “The regime’s failure to take this opportunity has only served to isolate it further.” 277 - Deputy 
Ambassador to the UN Philip Parham, 14 Jul 

UN “I call on the Government of Myanmar to release Aung San Suu Kyi and her aides 
unconditionally.”278 - Special Rapporteur on human rights in Burma Tomás Ojea Quintana, 14 
May 

 “I deplore Ms Suu Kyi's ongoing persecution, and call for her immediate and unconditional 
release.”279 - High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay, 15 May  

“This is an unacceptable situation.”280 - Sec-Gen Ban Ki-moon, 21 May 

“The refusal of the senior leadership to allow me to meet with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was not 
only a deep disappointment, but also a major lost opportunity for Myanmar.”281 - Sec-Gen Ban Ki-
moon, 13 Jul 

“The Secretary General is deeply disappointed by the verdict in respect of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi 
(and) strongly deplores this decision.”282 - Sec-Gen Ban Ki-moon Press Statement, 11 Aug 

“We were hoping that […] the trial should not have commenced, […] that it would be 
discontinued and all charges dropped, and […] that she would be found 'not guilty'. All of these 
did not happen, so that's why we are extremely disappointed.” 283 - UN Special Advisor on Burma, 
Ibrahim Gambari, 11 Aug 

“I deplore the ongoing persecution of a democratically elected leader, Aung San Suu Kyi, for 
almost a quarter of a century.  […] I am seriously disturbed by her arbitrary detention and the 
basis of charges against her, an event that was clearly beyond her control, with the court failing to 
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properly review the legitimacy of her house arrest in the first instance.”284 - High Commissioner 
for Human Rights Navi Pillay, 12 Aug 

US “I am deeply troubled by the Burmese Government's decision to charge Ms Suu Kyi for a baseless 
crime.”285 - Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, 14 May 

 “I strongly condemn her house arrest and detention.”286 - President Barack Obama, 26 May 

“She should not have been tried. She should not have been convicted. We continue to call for her 
release.”287 - US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, 11 Aug 

“I am both saddened and angry at the verdict today, 11 August, following the sham trial of Aung 
San Suu Kyi. […] It is further proof that the military regime in Burma is determined to act with 
total disregard for accepted standards of the rule of law in defiance of international opinion.”288 - 
President Barack Obama, 11 Aug 

Vietnam “It’s our view that the Aung San Suu Kyi’s trial is an internal affair of Myanmar. […] [Viet Nam 
hopes that Myanmar] adopt measures to promote national reconciliation and dialogue between 
concerned parties in Myanmar.”289 - FM Spokesman Le Dung, 13 Aug 

 
STATEMENTS BY LEGISLATORS 
 

ASEAN  15 May: The President of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Myanmar Caucus (AIPMC) 
Kraisak Choonhavan said that the charges faced by Daw Aung San Suu Kyi were “just 
ridiculous” and urged fellow ASEAN governments not to fall for the “fallacy” of the SPDC’s 
elections next year.290 

29 May: One-hundred MPs from Southeast Asian countries called for the release of Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi.291 

19 June: MPs from ASEAN Parliaments urged ASEAN to reconsider Burma’s membership 
in the bloc. Kraisak Choonhavan, President of the AIPMC, said that it was time for ASEAN 
to revise the status of Burma in the group because the SPDC had failed to respond to repeated 
calls by the international community to improve the human right situation in the country.292 

Cambodia  27 May: Twenty-nine MPs voiced their concern over the situation of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi 
by sending a letter of protest to the ASEAN-EU meeting in Phnom Penh.293 

Malaysia  25 May: Anwar Ibrahim, leader of the opposition, said that there had been an “utter 
abdication of responsibility in the region [regarding Burma],” and added that the policy of 
constructive engagement in Asia had become a mockery.”294

 

26 May: Thirty MPs joined half a million other signatories on a petition organized by 
Burmese rights groups.295 

28 May: Democratic Action Party MP Lim Kit Siang said that “ASEAN should seriously 
consider the issue of sanctions [on the SPDC].”296 

12 Aug: UMNO Youth chief Khairy Jamaluddin called the verdict “a disgusting stain on 
Asean’s reputation, one that must be removed quickly and decisively.” He said that “an 
immediate suspension of Myanmar’s membership in the regional bloc is the only option open 
for Asean to save it from being found guilty by association with the Myanmar junta.” 297  

12 Aug: DAP International Secretary Liew Chin Tong urged the SPDC to immediately 
release Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and other political prisoners.  He also proposed that Burma 
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“be suspended from ASEAN until the sentence is overturned and all charges against Suu Kyi 
are dropped.” 298  

Philippines  19 May: The Senate passed a resolution condemning “the criminal charges brought by the 
Myanmar government against Aung San Suu Kyi for allegedly violating her house arrest.”299 

21 May: Thirty-two MPs called for a Philippines’ government resolution denouncing the trial 
of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and demanding her release.300 

Singapore  28 May MP Charles Chong mulled ASEAN taking punitive measures against the SPDC in 
response to the Daw Aung Suu Kyi trial.  “There have been calls in Singapore’s parliament 
for Myanmar’s membership [in ASEAN] to be suspended. […] This reflects a growing 
frustration with Myanmar,” he said.301

 

Thailand  20 May: Female Democrat Party MPs called for the SPDC to release Daw Aung San Suu Kyi 
and stated that Daw Suu’s detention was “non-democratic and lacked human rights.”302 

28 May: Thirty senators submitted a petition that urged the SPDC to release Daw Aung San 
Suu Kyi and to create political stability in Burma. The senators submitted the petition to the 
SPDC Prime Minister through the Burmese Embassy in Bangkok.303 

3 Jun: Twenty-two women members of the Parliament petitioned the SPDC for the 
immediate release of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.304 

India  10 Jun: One-hundred eighteen MPs joined the petition initiated by the Indian 
Parliamentarians Forum for Democracy in Burma that urged Indian PM Manmohan Singh to 
secure the release of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.305 

13 Aug: Indian Parliamentarian Forum for Democracy in Burma condemned the irrational 
verdict given on Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and urged the Indian government to take “strong and 
effective” initiatives to promote democracy in Burma and secure the release of Daw Suu.306 

New Zealand 27 May: The Parliament unanimously passed a motion that deplored the continued detention 
of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.307   

EU  19 Jun: The European Parliamentary Caucus on Burma (EPCB) called on the UN Security 
Council to immediately impose a global arms embargo on the SPDC to pressure the regime to 
release Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and all political prisoners in Burma.308 

 11 Aug: The European Parliamentary Caucus on Burma called the SPDC “the real criminal” 
and said the international community should wake up and take stronger action against the 
regime.309 

Ireland 11 Aug: The Parliament’s Foreign Affairs Committee called on the EU to act swiftly to enact 
measures against the SPDC as a result of the verdict. “It is clear that the ruling junta have 
used this incident and devised the eighteen month sentence in order to keep her off the 
political stage ahead of next year’s elections. This is utterly intolerable and calls further into 
question the legitimacy of next year’s poll,” the statement said.310 

US  11 Aug: Senator Dianne Feinstein called the verdict “baseless and without merit,” and called 
for the SPDC to release Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and all political prisoners immediately.311 

Canada 11 Aug: Liberal Party leader Michael Ignatieff condemned the sentencing and continued 
detention of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, and urged the Canadian government and countries 
around the world to press for her immediate and unconditional release.312 
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 11 Aug: Parliamentary Friends of Burma issued a statement condemning the sentencing of 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and obtained support of more than 70 Canadian MPs in calling for 
UNSC’s action on Burma and the formation of a Commission of Inquiry on the situation in 
Burma an international arms embargo on Burma.313 
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